
Energy communities in Latvia

Einārs Cilinskis, Ministry of Economics, Department on Sustainable Energy Policy

Rīga, 16.10.2022



EU legislation on energy communities – II 
types of communities 

• Electricity market dierctive 2019 
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-
content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32019L0
944

• RED II directive https://eur-
lex.europa.eu/legal-
content/LV/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32018L2
001
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https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32019L0944
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/LV/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32018L2001


Comparison of citizen energy communities (CEC) and 
renewable energy communities (REC) 

3https://www.compile-project.eu/wp-content/uploads/Explanatory-note-on-energy-community-definitions.pdf

https://www.compile-project.eu/wp-content/uploads/Explanatory-note-on-energy-community-definitions.pdf


Factors influencing development of energy 
communities

S. Ruggiero, A. Isakovic, H. Busch, K. Auvinen, and F. Faller, “Developing a Joint Perspective on Community Energy: Best Practices and
Challenges in the Baltic Sea Region,” no. 2, p. 33, 2019.
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Challenges for energy communities in Latvia
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• Not competed legislation, lack of guidelines and regulatory 
practices;

• Insufficient institutional capacity at all levels;

• Lack of precious similar forms – like energy cooperatives in western 
Europe;

• Problems with social capital and social memory on collective 
property during the soviet occupation;

• Non existing support programs and unfeasibility of any kind of tariff 
support, taking into acoount bad practice of previous support tariffs 
(OIK);



Latvian legislation on energy communities

. 6

• General requirements on energy communities –
Amendments to the Energy Law enters in force 
1.01. 2023 https://likumi.lv/ta/id/334150

• Specific requirements on electric energy 
communities (Latvian version of EU citizen 
energy communities) Amendments to Electrical
energy market law. 
https://likumi.lv/ta/id/334153

https://likumi.lv/ta/id/334150
https://likumi.lv/ta/id/334153


Legal forms of energy communities in UK

7P. Mirzania, A. Ford, D. Andrews, G. Ofori, and G. Maidment, “The impact of policy changes: The opportunities of Community Renewable Energy projects in
the UK and the barriers they face,” Energy Policy, vol. 129, no. November 2017, pp. 1282–1296, 2019.



Latvian approach on energy communities

• Unified system for both types of energy 
communities;

• All types of legal forms, non-profit for enterprise 
forms;

• Registration – State construction Control 
Bureau; 
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Implementing regulations and guidelines – in 
drafting process

• Regulations on registration of energy 
communities;

• Regulations on proximity for renewable energy 
communities;

• Regulations on state aid;

• Regulations on energy sharing;

• Guidelines for local governments and public 
institutions;
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Paldies par uzmanību!

Einars.cilinskis@em.gov.lv

Brīvības iela 55, Rīga, LV – 1519
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